
Pack for college

First, Get Organized

Packing for college takes a lot of planning — you’re moving away from home!  Use the list on the opposite side to help make 
packing for college less of a chore.  Leave plenty of time to gather the things you plan to bring from home and shop for the things 
you need well in advance of moving day.

Think Before You Pack

Dorm rooms are small and you’ll probably be sharing the space, so try to pack as lightly as possible.  Begin by walking around your 
house and thinking about what you use in each room.  

`` Consider a typical day for yourself. 

–– What items do you use? 

–– What items can you not live without?

`` �Find out whether the campus will provide certain items for you.  Remember that a bed, dresser or wardrobe, desk and chair 
are generally included in a standard dorm room.

`` Be reasonable — college life is supposed to be simple.  You don’t need to surround yourself with every luxury from home.  

How to get ready for your home-away-from-home.

Money-Saving Tips

Stick to Generic Brands:  When you’re shopping for college 
supplies — and once you’re on campus and need to restock on 
essentials — stick to a budget.  Generic brand items tend to cost a 
lot less and work just as well as name brands.

Don’t Pack the Entire Refrigerator:  If you sign up for a meal plan 
at college, use it.  You don’t need to pack giant amounts of food for 
your dorm room.   Remember that if you start skipping meals and 
buy food off campus (or order pizza delivery service), you’re wasting 
the money you’ve spent on a meal plan.  

Share Items With Your Roommate:  Coordinate with your 
roommate before you move in to your dorm.  Call them and talk 
about what you can each bring to share so you don’t double up 
unnecessarily on certain items.  You won’t need two televisions, DVD 
players, stereos, microwaves, toaster ovens, etc.

Your Future, expertly planned



College Packing List

From Your Bedroom
�� Alarm Clock
�� Bedsheets
�� Bedside Lamp
�� Blanket
�� Comforter
�� DVD Player
�� Fan
�� Mattress Pad
�� Pillows and Pillowcases
�� Stereo/MP3 Player
�� Television
�� Trash Can

From Your Desk
�� Calculator
�� Computer/Laptop
�� Erasers
�� Glue/Tape
�� Notebooks/Folders
�� Paper Clips
�� Pencils/Pens
�� Planner
�� Portable Hard Drives
�� Printer
�� Scissors
�� Stapler/Staples

From Your Kitchen
�� Aluminum Foil
�� All-Purpose Cleaner
�� Can Opener
�� Compact Refrigerator
�� Dish Cloths and Towels
�� Dish Soap
�� Drinks
�� Microwave
�� Oven Mitts
�� Paper Towels
�� Plastic Bowls
�� Plastic Cups
�� Plastic Plates
�� Plastic Wrap
�� Sandwich Bags
�� Silverware, Utensils
�� Snacks
�� Storage Containers
�� Toaster
�� Toaster Oven
�� Trash Bags

From Your Bathroom
�� Antacid
�� Antibiotic Cream
�� Aspirin/Ibuprofen
�� Bandages
�� Bathrobe
�� Body Wash/Soap
�� Brush/Comb
�� Contacts and Solution
�� Cotton Balls
�� Cotton Swabs
�� Cough Drops
�� Curling Iron
�� Decongestant
�� Dental Floss
�� Deodorant
�� Facial Tissues
�� Feminine Products
�� First Aid Kit
�� Hair Dryer
�� Hot/Cold Packs
�� Lotion
�� Nail Clippers
�� Razors and Shaving Cream
�� Shampoo and Conditioner
�� Shower Caddy/Tote
�� Shower Shoes
�� Toothbrush
�� Toothpaste
�� Towels
�� Tweezers

From Your Closet
�� Belts
�� Coat/Boots
�� Dress Clothes
�� Exercise Clothes
�� Hangers
�� Jackets, Gloves and Scarves
�� Pajamas
�� Pants/Jeans
�� Shirts
�� Shoes
�� Shorts
�� Slippers
�� Socks
�� Sweaters
�� Sweat Shirts
�� Underwear

Miscellaneous Items
�� Area Rug
�� Backpack
�� Batteries
�� Bulletin Board and Pins
�� Camera
�� Clothes Drying Rack
�� Dry Erase Board and Markers
�� Dryer Sheets
�� Extension Cords
�� Flashlight
�� Laundry Detergent
�� Light Bulbs
�� Phone
�� Photos of Family and Friends
�� Posters/Decorations
�� Quarters for Laundry
�� Surge Protector
�� Umbrella
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